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Components:

A. The Parent Involvement Policy is developed with parental input and is distributed to parents. 

· Hold annual meeting to inform parents, students and community of the school’s participation in Title I and to explain the parent involvement policies and activities
· Schedule grade level meetings at which the parent involvement policy can be discussed and suggestions can be made for changes
· Schedule Parent Advisory Board meetings during the school year to inform, discuss, and make suggestions for plans and changes in the School Improvement Plan, Parent Involvement Policy and other school related items.

B. Meetings are held at different times of the day so that more parents can attend—mornings, evenings, etc.

· Schedule Parent/Teacher Organization meetings at mid day and evening as well as mornings
· Schedule meetings at other locations
· Schedule parent conferences and parent meetings in the evening to allow for more parent input

C. Parents are involved in the planning, reviewing, and improving parent involvement programs, school parental involvement policy, and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan—TSIP.

· Develop teams of parents that review and make suggestions for improving the plan
· Survey all the parents for suggestions about improving the parent involvement activities
· Invite parents to participate on the Parent Advisory Board and Parent/Teacher Organization Board 

D. Parents are given timely information.

· Use the school website for up to date information
· Send regular newsletters home to parents concerning the school
· Send monthly activity calendars home informing parents of school activities
· Send Connect-Ed messages home, as needed, concerning upcoming events and other school related information   

E. School curriculum, forms of assessment (what is measured, how to understand the results, and student proficiency levels) are explained to parents.

· Schedule grade level meetings and parent conferences to discuss and explain the school/state standards, the forms of assessment and the results of these assessments
· Send reading assessment results to parents on a regular basis

· Notify parents of the school’s AYP

· Send parents a mid-nine weeks progress report

· Send home nine weeks report cards

F. Meetings requested by parents are scheduled to allow parental suggestions to be part of the educational decision making about their child.  Responses to the suggestions are given as soon as possible.

· Hold parent meetings as requested to discuss the child’s progress and to decide about the best plans for improvement
· Hold Support Team (S-Team) meetings as needed  

G. The school-parent compact is discussed.  This document outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards.

· Discuss the components of the compact with each student and parent during parent conferences and/or parent night
· Ask parent and student to sign the compact

· Give the parent copy to the parent

· File other copies in cumulative folder and administrative file
H. The importance of communication between teachers and parents is addressed: (EXAMPLES: parent-teacher conferences to address student progress at least once a year for elementary schools, frequent child progress reports for parents, access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s school, and observation of classroom activities).

· Hold parent/teacher conferences annually and as requested by parent or teacher to address student progress

· Send home mid-nine weeks progress reports and report cards

· Provide access to staff through phone calls, emails, and/or opportunities for conferencing during staff planning times

· Provide opportunities for parents to volunteer

· Provide school planners to allow daily communication between the parent and the teacher 

I. The school will build capacity for parent involvement—help parents understand topics such as the State’s academic content standards, State student academic achievement standards, State and local academic assessments, the requirements of parent involvement, how to monitor a child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their children.

· Schedule parent meetings to discuss standards and assessments (state and local)

· Explain the requirements of parent involvement at parent meetings

· Explain how to monitor the child’s progress at parent meetings or conferences

· Make parents aware of the E.L. Ross Parent Involvement Policy in the Student-Parent Handbook

· Hold parent/child activities that teach parents how to work with their child
· (Math Tutoring workshops, Science Club)
J. The school will provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology.

· Plan parent meetings that address literacy and technology
· Inform parents of educational computer programs and websites available for their child to use at home 

· Provide materials for parents to work with their child

· Develop and maintaining a Parenting Skills Library with materials available for parent checkout

· Send home parenting tips newsletters or include on monthly calendars

K. The school will educate teachers, pupil services personnel, principals, and other staff (with the assistance of parents) in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school.

· Train staff on the use of parent volunteers and parent involvement

· Hold Parent Advisory Board meetings as a means of parent input

· Give school staff a copy of Parent Volunteer Manual

· Invite parents into the classroom to observe and participate in projects with their child

· Provide opportunities for parents to work with their child on assigned projects at home 

L. Parent involvement programs and activities are coordinated with preschool programs like Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs and include other activities such  as parent resource centers.

· Develop programs for transition from 2nd grade to 3rd grade (student walk through and “Meet the Teachers” for parents
M. Information about school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents in an understandable language.

· Translate materials into other language(s)
N. The school will provide other reasonable support for parental involvement activities as parents may request.

· Survey parent opinions and suggestions about parent involvement
· Respond to suggestions in a timely manner during Leadership or Parent Advisory Board meetings
· Discuss and make changes to parental involvement activities as needed
O. The school will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports in a language such parents understand.

· Remove barriers for parents of students who are limited English proficient, have disabilities, or are migrant or homeless
· Provide a liaison to assist with meeting the needs of homeless, migrant families and/or parents with disabilities
Title 1 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap or age.
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